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Results from Quick Poll

What is your experience with 
CONNECT Modules?
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Context: Increased Attention to PD 
Quality & Impact

Effective 
professional 
development 

Increase in 
teachers’ 

knowledge and 
use of evidence-
based practice

Improved child 
and family 
outcomes
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Fall, 2010

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Context: Focus on Clinical Practice
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Context: Practitioners are Expected 
to Use Evidence-Based Practice
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Context: PD Providers are Expected 
to Incorporate EBP into PD
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening practices

The PD delivery focuses on 
evidence‐based methods for 
building practitioners’
knowledge and application of 
evidence‐based practices
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-focused 
approach

Research‐
Based 

Practices
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers
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What Faculty and PD Providers Want

Short video clips that 
illustrate practice
Activities
Interactive resources
24/7 availability
Flexibility & ease of 
use
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 Tiered Instruction
 Portuguese translation of Module 1

COMING SOON

Now Available (English and Spanish versions)
 Module 1: Embedded Interventions 
 Module 2: Transition
 Module 3: Communication for Collaboration
 Module 4: Family-Professional Partnerships
 Module 5: Assistive Technology Interventions
 Module 6: Dialogic Reading Practices
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Today’s Agenda

Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Focused on the practice of an EBP approach to 
professional development

You will 
identify your 

dilemma

Research
Policies
Content of an 
EBP approach to 
PD
EBK

Identify 
how to 
evaluate 
impact of 
your plan

Integrate 
evidence & 

make a decision 
to plan 

implementation

We will 
pose a 

question
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Questions?
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Go to: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/discussions/nc
-b-k-consortium-connect-workshop-
discussion
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What challenges do you 
have embedding 

evidence-based practice 
into your coursework?

Post Your “Dilemma” Online
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/discussions/nc-b-k-consortium-connect-workshop-discussion



III. Workshop Content

Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation
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Step 1: Dilemma

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Module 1

I want to use an 
EBP approach to 
PD, but I’m not sure 
if the CONNECT 5-
Step Learning 
Cycle will be more 
effective than what I 
am currently doing?

How will I be able to 
address Luke’s 
learning goals while 
trying to address the 
needs of all my 
other children in my 
class?

Today’s Workshop
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For preservice students and 
practitioners participating in 
professional development, is the 
CONNECT module 5‐Step Learning 
Cycle an effective method to promote 
learning about and applying evidence‐
based practices?

Step 2: Question

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Step 3: Evidence

Research 
Policies
Definition/Demonstration of Practice
Experience‐based knowledge

> > > >
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Themes from Research about 
Effective PD Approaches

 Focused on specific instructional strategies rather than 
general content

 Sustained over time and of considerable duration

 Infused with active learning opportunities, guided 
practice and corrective feedback

 Connected with program standards, curricula, and 
assessments

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

-Winton, 2010
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S
ta

nd
ar

dsA
ccreditation

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> >> >

Policies Related to PD
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Modules are Connected to Standards

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Handout: Connection to Standards
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Definition of Practice

an approach for organizing PD content 
and activities to promote learners’ 
abilities to integrate multiple sources of 
evidence to make decisions about 
practice dilemmas. 

The 5‐Step 
Learning Cycle™ 
is…

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

- CONNECT
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Demonstration of Practice

1.Technical Aspects of 
CONNECT Modules

2.Content of CONNECT 
Modules
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Demonstration of Practice: Technical 
Aspects of CONNECT Modules

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Click 
through 
with Dale

Go to http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
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> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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CONNECT
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Tech Help 

Email: connect@unc.edu

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Demonstration of Practice: Content of Modules

Module 2: Transition
Module 1: Embedded 

Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Go “live”: http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Step 3: Evidence

Research 
Policies
Definition/Demonstration of Practice
Experience‐based knowledge

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Experience-Based Knowledge: Voices 
from the Field

Sharon Palsha 
(Clinical 
Professor, School 
of Education, 
University of 
North Carolina‐
Chapel Hill)
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Practica Course
(Undergraduate Seniors)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Experience-Based Knowledge: 
Module 6

Module 6: Interactive and Dialogic 
Reading
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

Dialogic reading is a specific type of 
interactive reading that relies on a set of 
strategies called PEER (Prompt-Evaluate-
Expand-Repeat) designed to create a 
conversation with children and help them take 
an active role in storytelling. 

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

Dialogic Reading Strategies:

Before reading …introduce the title/author, ask a 
question to create interest in the book

During reading …use CROWD prompts & PEER 
sequence

After reading …ask questions to help children recall the 
story & make connections to their lives

> > > >
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EBK: Module 6

Students implemented 
dialogic reading in 

student teacher 
placements with entire 

class (Pre-K & K)

Commented on 
usefulness of planning 

handout

Self-assessment and 
faculty supervisor 
consultation using 

Handout 6.5
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

EBK: Module 6

> > > >

Instructor Guidance and 
Feedback 
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EBK: Module 6

Student comment at our conference after 
she completed her second reading. 

“Oh my gosh that was so much fun! I felt like 
I was in a conversation with the children 
about the book. The children were so 
engaged and had such great responses to 
my questions. I can’t wait to do that again.”
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EBK: Module 6

Student comment from this fall after second 
reading.

“ The children were so better engaged today 
because my reading was so much more 
intentional. I wasn’t afraid to let them talk. 
In fact, it was exciting to hear their 
connections to the story.”
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EBK: Module 6

Another student comment from this fall 
after second reading.

“The planning form forced me to be more 
purposeful and intentional and helped me 
to understand all the many components 
needed to have a successful read aloud. I 
really have not focused on Distancing and 
now know why it is important to do so. ” 



CONNECT

Questions?
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Step 3: Evidence

Research 
Policies
Definition/Demonstration of Practice
Experience‐based knowledge

> > > >
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Step 4: Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

How do you plan on evaluating your 
students / participants after using the 
modules?
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Post your comment online: Integrating 
Evidence, Making Decision, & Creating a Plan

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

What are your next steps in using the modules?



IV. Closing and Evaluation



http://www.facebook.com/pages/CONNECT‐Modules/465314135485

More Ways to
Visit us at: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules

Or contact us: connect@unc.edu 

subscribe‐npdci‐news@listserv.unc.edu
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Questions


