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CONNECT

Practitioners are Expected to Use 
Evidence-Based Practice (EBP)
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PD Providers are Expected to 
Incorporate EBP into PD
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening practices

The PD delivery focuses on 
evidence‐based methods for 
building practitioners’
knowledge and decision‐
making skills
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-
focused approach

Research‐
Based 

Practices
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning CycleTM - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions



CONNECT

Fall, 2010

Context: Focus on Clinical Practice
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CONNECT Modules:  Using 
Technology to Promote…..
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NAEYC / DEC Personnel Preparation 
Standards
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Alignment of NAEYC Accreditation 
Standards with CONNECT

Developed by Johnna Darragh, Heartland Community College 
and Nancy Grausam, Pennsylvania College of Technology
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Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
early childhood 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers
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What Faculty and PD Providers Want

Short video clips that 
illustrate practice
Activities
24/7 availability
Flexibility & ease of 
use
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Available Modules

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)
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Module 4: Family-Professional Partnerships
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Teacher’s viewpoint (China) Family’s viewpoint (Aaron)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Reflection

Step 3:
Content

Step 4: 
Decision‐
Making

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 1: Dilemma
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Step 2: Question

In working with families with 
young children in early care 

and education programs, what 
practices are effective in 

promoting family‐professional 
partnerships?

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 3: Evidence

Definition/
Demonstration of 
Practice

 Research 
 Policies
 Experience‐based 
knowledge

Evidence

Teaching 
Component

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Research
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Policies
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Defining the Practice: Family 
Professional Framework

Dr. Ann Turnbull 
Distinguished Professor, 
University of Kansas
Co‐Founder and Co‐Director 
of the Beach Center on 
Disability
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Demonstrations of the Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Experience-based knowledge

Parents’ Perspectives

Immigrant Family Advocate’s 
Perspective 

Teacher’s Perspective

Pediatrician’s Perspective
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Step 4: Appraisal, Reflection & Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Plan for Implementation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented?
Determine if the intervention was 
effective?
Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met.
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation
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Visit us at: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules
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To Learn More about CONNECT 
Modules at This Conference

CONNECT: An Evidence‐Based 
Approach to Professional Development

Tuesday, 6/12/2012, 8 am – 10 am 
JW Grand Ballroom 3
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Dive Deeper into CONNECT Modules…

2012 Division of Early Childhood 
Annual Conference

Pre‐Conference Workshop
Minneapolis, MN

Date: October, 28, 2012
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
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Share your 
experiences about 
using the modules
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Questions and Further Exploration: 
Come to our Small Group Discussion
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Thank You 


