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CONNECT

An EBP Approach to Professional 

Development

Help build early childhood 
practitioners’ abilities to make 
evidence-based decisions

Focus on young children with 
disabilities in inclusive 
environments

For faculty and PD providers

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect
-modules



CONNECT

Goals of Today’s Session

LEARN ABOUT
CONNECT’s 

evidence-based 
approach to 
professional 

development

DISCUSS
ways of using the 
modules and the 

supports you 
need to use them

EXPLORE
our free, online 

module and 
resources



CONNECT

1CONNECT’s EBP 

Approach to 

Professional 

Development
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Typical amount of content in 

professional development 

Adapted from Lambert, R.G., Sibley, A., & Lawrence, R.L. (in press). Choosing content. In S.B. Neuman 
(Ed.). Preparing teachers for the early childhood classroom: Proven models and key principles.
Baltimore, MD: Brookes.

Induction and Compliance

General Content Knowledge

Research-based 
Practices
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-focused 

approach

Research-
Based 

Practices



A decision-
making 
process that 

integrates the 

best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006

Evidence-Based
Practice is……
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Research-

based 

practices

CONNECT Modules Design

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 

Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Defining the dilemma…

Students struggled with 
turning the dilemma into 
a answerable
question. We worked on 
this together and the 
exercise helped the 
students to define the 
issue.  
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Instructors’ Support

 Instructor Guide

 Tech Support

 Webinar

 Online 
Community 



Melanie

Joyce

Melanie

Posed the idea 

about using the 

module as a 

capstone.

Aroused curiosity 

and interest of 

another faculty.

Shared back 

about 

implementation 

strategies.



CONNECT

Input into face to face class

1. Introduction to laws
2. Personal case studies
3. Hands on and 

interactive involvement 
with real situations

4. Demonstrated the idea 
of embedded 
instruction 

5. Understanding research 
based instruction



CONNECT

1

Module 1: 

Embedded 

Interventions
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Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

Teacher’s Perspective (Jackie)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 1: Dilemma

E:%5CChristne%20Dilemma-Connect%20-%20Dilemma%20-%20Luke1-16%EF%80%A29%20480x270.mov
E:%5CJackie%20Dilemma-Connect%20-%20Dilemma%20-%20Luke1-REdo-2.mov


CONNECT

Step 2: Question

CONNECT

Photo credit: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/seandreilinger/

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2: 
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2: 
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 2: Question

What interventions are effective in 
promoting learning in the areas of 

communication and social 
development?



CONNECT

Step 3: General Evidence

Research

Policies

Experience-based 
knowledge

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >



Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2: 
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Insert audio clip

Rud Turnbull
Director of Beach Center on 

Disability  

Jackie
Child Care Teacher 

E:%5CJackie%20Dilemma-Connect%20-%20Dilemma%20-%20Luke1-REdo-2.mov
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Definition of the Practice

Embedded interventions are specially 

designed practices that are used to promote 
children’s engagement, learning, and 
independence in everyday activities, routines, 
and transitions in the classroom, home, and 
community. 

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Examples of embedded intervention

Going to the grocery store

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Examples of embedded intervention

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 4: Decision

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience-based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2: 
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented?

Determine if the intervention was 
effective?

Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met.
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Module 1 Resources

21 video clips

5 audio clips

14 handouts

14 activities

14 alternate activities

28 instructors’ activity guides
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1

Using CONNECT 

modules 
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Pilot Participants

Location
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Examples of how CONNECT Modules 

are being used

Send learners to the website

Download resources in advance to use in 
PD opportunities

Display website ‘live’ 
(using an internet connection)
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Courses
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Examples of how modules are being used: 

Pre-service and graduate contexts

4 year faculty

Used in internship seminar

2 year faculty

Used module in two types 

of courses (online and 

face to face) and compared 

student reactions

Graduate faculty
Used in doctoral seminar on professional 

development to teach about how to 

teach EBP



Communication Practices to Build 

Collaboration with Families and other 

Professionals

Transition Practices

CONNECT 

Template In Development
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Learn more about 

CONNECT’s evidence-based approach to PD

Now available: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect
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Group Discussion

In your roles, how do you see yourself using 
these resources?
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Group Discussion

What other supports do you need to use 
CONNECT modules?



Thank You


