
Pam Winton & Chih-Ing Lim
Presentation at 2014 DEC Conference, St. Louis, MO

CONNECTing Professional Development to 
DEC Recommended Practices & Policies

http://community.fpg.unc.edu



Agenda

What are the 
2014 DEC 
Recommended 
Practices (RP) 
and Position 
Statement on 
Inclusion and 
how are they 
aligned?

What are some 
professional 
development 
resources that 
support the DEC 
policy 
statements?

How might you 
promote the 
implementation of  
the DEC policies 
through PD?



CONNECT

Fall, 2010

Context: Focus on Clinical Practice



CONNECT

Context: Early Childhood Teachers are 
Expected to Use Evidence-Based Practice



CONNECT

However…
• Lack of consensus 
on definition of EBP

•Issue of how to 
incorporate EBP into 
professional 
development to 
effectively support 
early educators. 



CONNECT

identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006



2014 DEC Recommended Practices 
in Early Intervention/Early Childhood 
Special Education

http://www.dec-
sped.org/recommendedpractices



CONNECT

Process for Identifying Recommended 
Practices

Experience & 
Professional 
Wisdom

Research‐
Based 

Practices Field 
Validation
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Parameters for Revised RP

Population: young children, birth‐5 (through kindergarten), who have 
or are at‐risk for developmental delays and disabilities; not limited 
to those eligible for IDEA services (e.g., children with severe 
challenging behavior)

Build on, but not duplicate, practice guidelines or standards for typical 
early childhood settings (e.g., developmentally appropriate practice 
‐ DAP)

Not disability specific
Supported by research, which may include existing published 
syntheses 

Represent the breadth of each identified topic area 
Observable
Can be delivered in all settings including natural/inclusive 
environments



CONNECT

Eight Topic Areas:  62 Practices

• Leadership 
• Assessment
• Environment
• Family

 Instruction
 Interaction
 Teaming & 
Collaboration
 Transition 



Early 
Childhood 
Inclusion: 
A Joint Position 
Statement of 
DEC and NAEYC

Another DEC Policy: Defining Inclusion



… three defining features of inclusion

ACCESS PARTICIPATION SUPPORTS
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Process for Developing Joint Position 
Statement on Early Childhood Inclusion

Commitment 
of DEC & 
NAEYC 

Leadership

Experience & 
Professional 
Wisdom of 

DEC & NAEYC 
membership

V

Field 
Validation



How Do We Move from 
Position Statements to PRACTICE?

It’s just 
some 

pieces of 
paper



CONNECT

One key factor:  Professional Development

Faculty and PD 
Providers are 
Expected to 
Incorporate EBP 
into their Work



ACCESS
Assessment
Environment

PARTICIPATION
Instruction
Interaction

SUPPORTS
Family

Teaming & 
Collaboration
Transition
Leadership

Align each key feature of inclusion with DEC 
Recommended Practices
Share related professional development 
resources 

CONNECTing DEC Policies with 
Professional Development



HANDOUT



CONNECTion with PD Resources
PD Resources:  http://npdci.fpg.unc.edu/resources/quality-
inclusive-practices-resources-and-landing-pads



COMMENTS/QUESTIONS?



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion

Access – means providing 
a wide range of activities 
and environments for 
every child by removing 
physical barriers and 
offering multiple ways to 
promote learning and 
development.

Access



Assessment (A 1-11)
Environment (E 1-6)

2014 DEC Recommended Practices 
that Support ACCESS
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DEC Environmental practices are… 

“aspects of the space, materials, equipment, 
routines and activities that practitioners 
and families can intentionally alter to 
support each child’s learning across 
developmental domains.” (2014, p. 6)
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DEC Recommended Practice:  Environment 
Example

E4. Practitioners work with families and other 
adults to identify each child’s needs for 
assistive technology to promote access to and 
participation in learning experiences.



CONNECT



CONNECT

NPDCI Resource Sheets

NPDCI
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Read About It 



CONNECT

See For Yourself

From 
CONNECT 
Module 5



CONNECT

Find It Online

Tots-n-Tech Research Institute



Pair and Share

Who could benefit from knowing more 
about DEC practices that increase 
ACCESS for young children with 
disabilities?
How could these resources help you to 
share or use information about DEC RP 
related to ACCESS?



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion

Participation – means 
using a range of 
instructional 
approaches to 
promote engagement 
in play and learning 
activities, and a sense 
of belonging for every 
child.

Participation



Instruction (INS 1-13)
Interaction (INT 1-5)

DEC Recommended 
Practices that Support 

PARTICIPATION
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DEC Instructional practices are….

“intentional and systematic strategies to 
inform what to teach, when to teach, how 
to evaluate the effects of teaching, and 
how to support and evaluate the quality of 
instructional practices implemented by 
others.” (2014, p. 9)



CONNECT

DEC Recommended Practice Instruction 
Examples 

INS4. Practitioners plan for and provide the level 
of support, accommodations, and adaptations 
needed for the child to access, participate, and 
learn within and across activities and routines.

INS13. Practitioners use coaching or 
consultation strategies with primary caregivers 
or other adults to facilitate positive adult‐child 
interactions and instruction intentionally 
designed to promote child learning and 
development.



CONNECT

Read About It 



CONNECT

See for Yourself

From 
CONNECT 
Module 1



CONNECT

Find It Online



Pair and Share

Who could benefit from knowing more 
about DEC practices that increase 
PARTICIPATION for young children with 
disabilities?
How could these resources help you to 
share or use information about DEC RP 
related to PARTICIPATION?



CONNECT

Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

Teacher’s Perspective (Jackie)

Teacher’s Perspective:  What makes ACCESS 
and PARTICIPATION possible?



Pair and Share

What support does Jackie 
need for inclusion to work?



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion

[Systemic] Supports

Supports – refer to broader 
aspects of the system 
such as professional 
development, incentives for 
inclusion, and opportunities 
for communication and 
collaboration among 
families and professionals 
to assure high quality 
inclusion.



Family (F 1-10)
Teaming & Collaboration (TC 1-5)

Transition (TR 1-2)
Leadership (L 1-14)

DEC Recommended 
Practices that Support 

Supports
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DEC Recommended Practice: 
Leadership Example

:
L9. Leaders develop and implement an 
evidence‐based professional development 
system or approach that provides practitioners 
a variety of supports to ensure they have the 
knowledge and skills needed to implement the 
DEC Recommended Practices.



CONNECT Modules

Evidence‐
Based 

Inclusion 
Practices

Professional Development focused on 
Inclusion Practices



CONNECT

Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions



CONNECT

Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers (e.g., 
trainers, TA specialists, 
coaches)



CONNECT

See for Yourself / Find it Online

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion 

DEC Recommended Practice
Topic Areas

CONNECT Modules

Environment Module 5

Assessment

Environment

Instruction

Interaction

Module 1

Module 7

Leadership

Family

Teaming & Collaboration

Transition

All Modules

Module 4

Module 3 

Module 2

ACCESS

PARTICIPATION

SUPPORTS

Connecting Inclusion Policy, Recommended 
Practices, & CONNECT Modules (handout)



CONNECT

CONNECT Connection to DEC & 
NAEYC Standards













Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Coming Soon: CONNECT Online Courses

WOW!
Self-paced and self-

guided plus my 
teachers can earn 

CEU or training credits 
too!
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Also Available: Foundations of Early Childhood 
Inclusion - Training Curriculum for Professional 
Development Providers



Stay CONNECTed

subscribe‐npdci‐news@listserv.unc.edu

• Find session handouts:  
http://community.fpg.unc.edu

• http://npdci.fpg.unc.edu/resources/quality-inclusive-
practices-resources-and-landing-pads

• http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
• http://fpg.unc.edu/sites/fpg.unc.edu/files/resources/report

s-and-policy-
briefs/DEC_NAEYC_EarlyChildhoodInclusion.pdf



Thank You 


