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Goals of Our Session

DEFINE 
EVIDENCE-BASED 
PRACTICE (EBP)

APPLY TO YOUR 
OWN WORK

EXPLORE 
INCOPORATING 

EBP into 
professional 
development 

(PD)
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Context: Increased Attention to PD 
Quality

Effective 
professional 
development 

Increase in 
teachers’ 

knowledge and 
use of evidence-
based practice

Improved child 
and family 
outcomes
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Practitioners 
are expected 
to use 
evidence-
based practice

Context: Increased focus on evidence-
based practice
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Typical Amount of Content in Professional 
Development 

Adapted from Lambert, R.G., Sibley, A., & Lawrence, R.L. (in press). Choosing content. In S.B. Neuman 
(Ed.). Preparing teachers for the early childhood classroom: Proven models and key principles.
Baltimore, MD: Brookes.

Induction and Compliance

General Content Knowledge

Research-based 
Practices



Faculty & PD 
providers are 
expected to 

incorporate EBP 
into PD.

But what does 
that  mean?



identifying 
specific 
research-based 
practices that have 

been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005



A decision-
making 
process that 
integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006



A partnership between: Funded by:

CONNECT Modules
CONNECT: The Center to Mobilize Early Childhood Knowledge
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CONNECT Modules: Focused on 
Practices within Real Life Settings 

Research
-Based 

Practices
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

An Approach for Incorporating EBP 
into PD

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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CONNECT Online Modules

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules



Our Primary Target Audience

2-year 
faculty

4-year 
faculty

Family faculty

n=12,375 (estimated)

Source: Maxwell, Lim, & Early, 2006



Secondary Audience

 Graduate faculty 
and other 
professional 
development 
providers who 
reach a variety of 
learners (e.g., 
consultants, 
supervisors, etc.)



1Example of the 5 
Steps from Module 

1: Embedded 
Interventions
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Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

Teacher’s Perspective (Jackie)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 1: Dilemma
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Step 2: Question

What interventions are effective in 
promoting learning in the areas of 

communication and social 
development?

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 3: General Evidence

 Definition & 
demonstration of 
practice
 Research
 Policies
 Experience-based 

knowledge
Step 1: 

Dilemma
Step 2:

Question
Step 3:

Evidence
Step 4: 

Decision
Step 5:

Evaluation
> > > >
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Definition of the Practice

Embedded interventions are strategies 
that address specific learning goals within the 
context of everyday activities, routines, and 
transitions at home, at school or in the 
community. 

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Examples of ways to implement embedded 
interventions

Environmental Modification
Altering or arranging the classroom, home, or 
community environment to promote participation, 
engagement, and learning of children

Peer Support
Enlisting peers to help children reach goals and 
participate fully and meaningfully in the classroom, 
home, or community

> > > >



mples of embedded intervention
Video Examples of Embedded Interventions

Going to the grocery store

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Video 1.8: Routine in the 
community – going to the store

Video 1.18: Using Video for REALLY 
Watching

Video 1.12: Routine in a 
program – rolling with friends



Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >



Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Insert audio clip

Rud Turnbull
Director of Beach Center on Disability  

Jackie
Child Care Teacher 
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Step 4: Decision

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience-based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >



Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

 Determine if the intervention 
was implemented.

 Determine if the intervention 
was effective.

 Summarize and use assessment 
results to determine if the 
goal(s) are met.



A partnership between: Funded by:

CONNECT Module 1 Resources
21 video clips | 5 audio clips | 14 handouts |14 
activities 14 alternate activities |28 instructors’ 
activity guides



Partnership Re-purposed Resources



Resources used in Module 1*

CONNECT
34%

NPDCI
8%

OSEP funded 
projects

27%

FPG
15%

IES
4%

Head Start
8%

State funded 
project

4%

n=26

65% of assets were 
repurposed from 
existing resources. 

*The above resources include video clips, documents, and research syntheses but not photos.
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Instructors’ Support

Learn more 
about EBP



Transition – August, 2010

Communication for 
Collaboration –Fall, 2010

Family- Professional 
Partnerships

Assistive Technology

Tiered Approaches
Social emotional

Academic practices 

COMING SOON
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Provides best available research on a specific 
practice
Builds evidence-based decision-making skills
Reflects research on effective PD
 Practice -focused rather than general content

 Actively engages learners

 Includes strategies for guidance and feedback to 
learners

 Aligns with standards, curricula & assessments

How EBP is Incorporated into PD
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How are PD providers 
and faculty in your 
state/community 
embedding EBP into 
professional 
development ?  How 
might CONNECT help 
them?

Small Group Discussion



Ann Turnbull Beth Rous & Patti 
Singleton

Dawn Ellis
Office of Special Education Programs

Pam Winton, Virginia Buysse, Maggie 
Connolly, Chih Ing Lim, Jonathan Green, 
Christine Lindauer, Heidi Hollingsworth, 
Jay Hargrove



Thank You
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