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Agenda

Welcome
Overview of NAEYC standards
Overview of CONNECT project and 
modules
Examples of how modules are being used
Thank you and evaluations
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New 2010 standards 
include 
increased emphasis 
on diversity and 
inclusion in each 
standard



The NAEYC Professional Preparation Standards

• 1 Promote child development and 
learning

2 Build family and community relationships
3 Observe, document, and assess to 

support young children and their 
families

4 Use developmentally effective 
approaches

5 Use content knowledge to build 
meaningful curriculum

6 Become a professional

What should early childhood teachers know and be able to do?



How do we really know 
what our students know and can do?

As early 
childhood 
teacher 
educators, 
can 
standards 
provide a 
frame for 
our own 
playful, 
reflective, 
responsive 
teaching?



Design
learning opportunities 
and key assessments 

aligned with
NAEYC Standards

Collect data 
on student performance

Analyze and use 
student performance 

data to improve 
teaching and learning

Using standards as a frame for reflective, 
responsive teaching and learning



Integrate clinical practice into every facet 
of teacher education ‐ NCATE, 2010



Overview of 
FREE 

CONNECT Modules
http://community.fpg.unc.edu
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Context: Increased Attention to PD 
Quality & Impact

Effective 
professional 
development 

Increase in 
teachers’ 

knowledge and 
use of evidence-
based practice

Improved child 
and family 
outcomes
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Context: Practitioners are Expected to 
Use Evidence-Based Practice



CONNECT

Context: Faculty & PD Providers are 
Expected to Incorporate EBP into PD
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening 
practices

The PD delivery focuses 
on evidence‐based 
methods for building 
practitioners’ knowledge 
and evidence‐based 
decision‐making
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-focused 
approach

Research‐
Based 

Practices



CONNECT

Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning CycleTM - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
early childhood 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers



CONNECT

What Faculty and PD Providers Want

Short video clips that 
illustrate practice
Activities
24/7 availability
Flexibility & ease of 
use
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Available Modules

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)



CONNECT Modules: Connecting Standards to Practices
Defining Feature 
of Inclusion 

Standards CONNECT Modules / 
Evidence-Based Practice

CEC/DEC Standards #5, 6, & 7: 
-Learning Environments and Social

Interactions
-Language
-Instructional Planning
NAEYC Standards #1 & 4: 
- Promoting Child Development and Learning
- Using Developmentally Effective Approaches 

to Connect with Children and Families

Module 5: Assistive Technology

CEC/DEC Standard #4: 
Instructional Strategies
NAEYC Standard #4: 
Using Developmentally Effective Approaches 
to Connect with Children and Families

Module 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading

Module 7: Tiered instruction

CEC/DEC Standard #10: 
Collaboration
NAEYC Standard #2: 
Building Family and Community Relationships

Module 2: Transition

Module 3: Communication for 
collaboration

Module 4: Family-professional 
partnerships

ACCESS

PARTICIPATION

SUPPORTS



Module 6: Dialogic Reading



CONNECT

Step 1: Dilemma

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 2: Question 

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

When reading to young 
children in early care and 
education settings, is the 
use of dialogic reading 
effective in developing 
early language and 
literacy skills? 



CONNECT

Step 3: Evidence

• Definition/
• Demonstration of 

Practice

 Research 
 Policies
 Experience‐based 
knowledge

Evidence

Teaching 
Component

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Defining the Practice
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Definition of the Practice

Dialogic reading is a specific type of 
interactive reading that relies on a set of 
strategies called PEER (Prompt-Evaluate-
Expand-Repeat) designed to create a 
conversation with children and help them take 
an active role in storytelling. 

> > > >



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Dialogic Reading Strategies

Before reading …introduce the title/author, ask a 
question to create interest in the book

During reading …use CROWD prompts & PEER 
sequence

After reading …ask questions to help children recall the 
story & make connections to their lives

> > > >
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Video Demonstrations of the 
Practice 

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Experience-Based Knowledge

> > > >

Parent’s PerspectiveSupervising Teacher’s 
Perspective

Researcher’s Perspective on 
Dual Language Learners
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Step 4: Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Planning tool



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented?
Determine if the intervention was 
effective?
Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met.
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Performance 
Feedback Tool

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Collaboration between Mollie Lloyd, Asst Professor, UNC‐CH
& Sharon Palsha, Clinical Assistant Professor, UNC‐CH

Students 
implemented the 
practice in their 
practica settings as 
part of Sharon’s 
practica seminar 

Example of how Module 6 has been 
used

Mollie taught the 
module content 

according to the 5-Step 
Learning Cycle in her
Early Literacy Course

(Undergraduate 
Seniors)



CONNECT

Student Teacher’s Journal Entry

“ The children were so better engaged 
today because my reading was so much 
more intentional. I wasn’t afraid to let them 
talk. In fact, it was exciting to hear their 
connections to the story.”
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Student Teacher Shares her Experience 
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Available Modules

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)
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Experience-Based Knowledge: Voices 
from the Field (In-service)
“I’d like to mention that the CONNECT resources and 
modules are incredibly valuable for those of us who 
provide statewide in‐service training and technical 
assistance to practicing EI professionals. The 5‐Step 
Learning Cycle/problem solving framework supports 
group application of content. We plan to use this same 
framework in our Children with Complex Needs Initiative 
trainings and online coursework in 2012‐13.”

‐ Heidi Wettlaufer ( Pennsylvania Technical Assistance 
Network)
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Experience-Based Knowledge: Voices 
from the Field (In-service)

“We have been discussing the possibility of standardizing 
the training around inclusion and serving children with 
special needs that is delivered through the CCR&R 
system, and we think the Connect modules that FPG has 
developed might be a good fit” – Jani Kozlowski (North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services)
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Pair-Share

 How do you envision using CONNECT 
modules in your upcoming PD opportunities?

 Who might you share CONNECT modules 
with?
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Starting Small: How the Modules 
were Used

Lisa Stein
Atlantic Cape Community 

College

 Has used resources from 
Modules 1-6
 Used modules in a 

variety of courses 
 Used modules in classes 

with different formats 
(e.g., face-to-face, 
hybrid, online)
 Picked and chose parts 

of the modules to use
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Benefits of CONNECT modules

 Practice focused

 Real life dilemma – especially important 
for students to hear the parent’s side of a 
dilemma
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CONNECT Website

Walk 
through 
with us

Go to http://community.fpg.unc.edu
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CONNECT



CONNECT



CONNECT



CONNECT



CONNECT



CONNECT



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Handout: Connection to Standards
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CONNECT



CONNECT

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Tech Help 

Email: connect@unc.edu
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What We Learned: Our Reach

Modules have been accessed from all 50 
states as well as over 150 countries and 
territories.
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What We Learned: Overview of Module Use 
(Fall 2010 – Spring 2012)

Aug / Jan Sept / Feb Oct / Mar Nov / Apr Dec / May
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1) Steady Growth
Fall 2010
Spring 2011
Fall 2011
Spring 2012

2) Utilization is 
focused in mid to 
late semester
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Module Growth (Fall 2010 / Fall 
2011)

Spring 
2012, 
247,330

Fall 2010,  
113,024 

 ‐

 50,000

 100,000

 150,000

 200,000

 250,000

 300,000

Pageviews

Fall 2010 Spring 2012 Growth

Average time on site 9 min 3 s 13 min 48 s 52%

Growth: 119%
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Quality and Relevance of Modules

*Based on a scale of 1‐5 where “5” is the highest possible rating 

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3  Module 4 Module 5 

Quality 4.67 4.75 4.67 5.00 5.00

Relevance 4.60 4.75 4.67 4.60 4.50
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Usefulness of Modules

Resources / Assets Mod 1  Mod 2 Mod 3 Mod 4 Mod 5

Activities 4.48 4.75 5.00 4.80 5.00
Activity Guides and 
Alternate Activities

4.25 4.00 5.00 4.40 5.00

Handouts 4.48 4.50 4.67 4.80 5.00
Video clips 4.87 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00

Module resources were useful.

*Based on a scale of 1‐5 where “5” is the highest possible rating 
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Usefulness of the Overall Design of 
the Module (5-Step Learning Cycle)

Mod 1  Mod 2 Mod 3 Mod 4 Mod 5

4.39 4.50 5.00 4.50 4.60

*Based on a scale of 1‐5 where “5” is the highest possible rating 
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Pair-Share

 Do you have additional ideas about how you 
may use the modules?
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Dive Deeper into CONNECT Modules…

2012 Division of Early Childhood 
Annual Conference

Pre‐Conference Workshop
Minneapolis, MN

Date: October, 28, 2012
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm



http://www.facebook.com/pages/CONNECT‐Modules/465314135485

More Ways to

Got tech questions?: connect@unc.edu 

subscribe‐npdci‐news@listserv.unc.edu

http://community.fpg.unc.edu
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Thank You 


