
Chih‐Ing Lim & Dale Epstein 
May 1, 2013

2013 National Smart Start Conference

A Web‐based Resource to Provide High Quality 
Professional Development

http://community.fpg.unc.edu



The CONNECT Team

Virginia Buysse
University of
North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Chih‐Ing Lim
University of

North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

Beth Rous
University of
Kentucky

Patti Singleton
University of
Kentucky

Cici Sidor
University of
North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Pam Winton
University of 

North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

Dale Epstein 
University of 
North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 

Dawn Ellis, 
Project Officer



CONNECTSource: http://www.flickr.com/photos/mrsdkrebs/5903152720/

Context: The Great American Workforce
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Context: Increased Focus on 
Individualizing for Each and Every Child
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Context: Child Care Professionals are 
Expected to Use Evidence-Based Practice
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Context: Faculty and PD Providers are 
Expected to Incorporate EBP into their Work
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What are some of the 
challenges you face every day 
related to educating high 
needs children, especially 
those with disabilities?

Introductions and share your 
everyday dilemmas
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Dilemma example

Teacher’s perspective (China) Family’s perspective (Aaron)Child care teacher’s perspective 
(Jackie) Parent’s perspective 

(Christine)
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening practices

The PD delivery process focuses 
on effective methods for 
building practitioners’
knowledge and application of 
evidence‐based practices
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Research Evidence about 
Effective PD/TA Approaches

 Focused on specific instructional strategies rather than 
general content

 Infused with active learning opportunities, guided 
practice and corrective feedback

 Connected with program standards, curricula, and 
assessments

 Sustained over time and of considerable duration
‐Snyder, Hemmeter, & McLanglin,2012; 
Wei et al., 2009; Winton, 2010; Zaslow, et al., 2010
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Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers (e.g., 
trainers, TA specialists, 
coaches)
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CONNECT Modules: Free practice-
focused approach

Research‐
Based 

Practices
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for Organizing 
Content to Incorporate EBP into PD

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Available Modules

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)
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CONNECT Modules Aligned to Personnel 
Preparation Standards



NC ELS for Preschool CONNECT Modules

Approaches to Learning
Module 1: Embedded Interventions

Module 5: Assistive Technology

Module 6: Dialogic Reading

Emotional & Social Development
Module 1: Embedded Interventions

Module 7: Tiered Instruction

Health & Physical Development Module 5: Assistive Technology

Language Development & 
Communication

Module 6: Dialogic Reading

Module 7: Tiered Instruction

Cognitive Development 
Module 1: Embedded Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading

Module 7: Tiered Instruction

Connecting NC Early Learning Standards 
(Foundations) with CONNECT Modules
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Using the CONNECT Modules to 
Provide PD

Module 4: Family-Professional Partnerships
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Teacher’s viewpoint (China) Family’s viewpoint (Aaron)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Reflection

Step 3:
Content

Step 4: 
Decision‐
Making

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 1: Dilemma
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Step 2: Question

In working with families with 
young children in early care 

and education programs, are 
partnership‐oriented practices 
effective in promoting trusting 

family‐professional 
partnerships?Step 1: 

Dilemma
Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Step 3: Evidence

> > > >

Definition/
Demonstration of 
Practice

 Research 
 Policies
 Experience‐based 
knowledge

Evidence

Teaching 
Component
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Research
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Demonstrations of Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Starting a relationship
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Policy

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 4: Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

Plan for Implementation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation



Tech Help 

Email: connect@unc.edu
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What We Learned: Our Reach

Modules have been accessed from all 50 
states as well as over 150 countries and 
territories.



Our Reach in North Carolina

B-K Consortium

ACCEPT Project

OSEP‐Funded Paraprofessional Preservice Program 
Improvement Projects



In Development: 2-hour Training Module on Early 
Childhood Inclusion 
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Iredell County Partnership 
for Young Children

 Developed a Community of Practice (COP) using the 
CONNECT Modules
 COP includes a diverse group of early childhood 
stakeholders
 As a COP, the group has reviewed the modules and 
applied the evidence‐based practices to their work
 Next steps include using CONNECT resources as a “tool 
kit” for providing TA to child care providers; CONNECT 
templates for situations such as communication between 
parents, teachers and therapists
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3-2-1

 3 things you learned 
from this session
 2 people you can share 
this information with
 1 next action step
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Coming Soon: CONNECT Online Courses

WOW!
Self-paced and self-

guided plus my 
teachers can earn 

CEU or training credits 
too!

In partnership with:



Chapel Hill, NC

Register Now!! 



http://www.facebook.com/pages/CONNECT‐Modules/465314135485

Stay CONNECTed

Got tech questions?: connect@unc.edu 

subscribe‐npdci‐news@listserv.unc.edu

Chih‐Ing: chih‐ing.lim@unc.edu
Dale: dale.epstein@unc.edu 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu


