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CONNECT

Context: Practitioners are Expected 
to Use Evidence-Based Practice
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Context: PD Providers are Expected to 
Incorporate EBP on Inclusion into PD

But what does 
that mean?
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Two Components of Evidence-Based Professional 
Development on Inclusion

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening practices

The PD delivery focuses on 
evidence‐based methods for 
building practitioners’
knowledge and application of 
evidence‐based practices
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-
focused approach

Research‐
Based 

Practices on 
Inclusion
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning CycleTM - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Fall, 2010

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Context: Focus on Clinical Practice



Early 
Childhood 
Inclusion: 
A Joint Position 
Statement of 
DEC and NAEYC

Defining Inclusion



… three defining features of inclusion

ACCESS PARTICIPATION SUPPORTS

‐ Early Childhood Inclusion: A Joint Position 
Statement of DEC and NAEYC, 2009
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Handout: 
Research 
Synthesis 
Points on 
Quality 
Inclusive 
Practices

NPDCI



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion 

Evidence-Based Practice CONNECT Modules

Assistive Technology Module 5

Embedded Interventions

Tiered Instruction

Module 1

Module 7

Collaboration

Family-professional 
partnerships

Module 3

Modules 2 and 4

ACCESS

PARTICIPATION

SUPPORTS

Connecting Policies, Research & Practice
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Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
early childhood 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers
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What Faculty and PD Providers Want

Short video clips that 
illustrate practice
Activities
24/7 availability
Flexibility & ease of 
use



 Module 7: Tiered Instruction (Academic and 
Social Emotional)
 Portuguese translation of Module 1

COMING SOON

Now Available (English and Spanish versions)
 Module 1: Embedded Interventions 
 Module 2: Transition
 Module 3: Communication for Collaboration
 Module 4: Family-Professional Partnerships
 Module 5: Assistive Technology Interventions
 Module 6: Dialogic Reading Practices
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1
Module 5: Assistive 

Technology 
Interventions
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Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

>

Step 1: Dilemma

Family child care provider’s perspective 
(Ms. Mary)

Family’s perspective (Holly)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 2: Question

For young children who have 
language and physical 
impairments, are assistive 
technology interventions 
effective in promoting 
learning and development?

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 3: Evidence

Definition/
Demonstration of 
Practice

 Research 
 Policies
 Experience‐based 
knowledge

Evidence

Teaching 
Component

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Research

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Policies
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Definition and Demonstration of the 
Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Handouts

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Activities   

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Experience-based knowledge

Speech-Language 
Pathologist’s Perspective

Parent’s Perspective

Researcher’s 
perspective on  working 
with diverse children
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Step 4: Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Implementation Plan

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented?
Determine if the intervention was 
effective?
Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met.
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Tech Help 

Email: connect@unc.edu
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Monday, May 14, 2012 - Chapel Hill, NC 
8:30am to 12:00pm 

Registration fee: $35 includes breakfast, a break, lunch 
and materials 

Transforming Your Professional 
Development: Applying an 
Evidence-based Practice Approach 

http://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/pre-conference

Join us at the 2012 National Early Childhood 
Inclusion Institute  Pre-Conference Workshop
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Visit us at: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules
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Questions


