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Listen to experience-based knowledge 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Listen to the following clips from phone interviews with experienced family members and practitioners on the topic 
of transition.   


For each clip identify important considerations or strategies in making transitions successful. 


1. Audio 2.1: Mary Jo Paladino 


 


2. Audio 2.2: Brenda Mullins 


 


3. Audio 2.3: Joseph Anderson 


 


4. Audio 2.4: Patricia Ojeda 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		2 Audio 22 Brenda Mullins: 

		3 Audio 23 Joseph Anderson: 

		4 Audio 24 Patricia Ojeda: 

		Hints: 
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Consider the unique contexts 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Listen to or read the four perspectives on Tamiya’s story:   


 Audio 2.5: Rosemary’s perspective (Tamiya’s mother),  


 Audio 2.6: Melanie A.’s perspective (receiving teacher),  


 Audio 2.7: Randah’s perspective (physical therapist),  


 Audio 2.8: Melanie B.’s perspective (Tamiya’s early intervention service coordinator) and  


 Audio 2.9: Judy’s perspective (program administrator in Tamiya’s new program). 


In your own words, briefly describe the situation for Tamiya from each of the following perspectives: 


1. Program context – What are the characteristics of the child care program? What are the attitudes and beliefs 
of the staff? 


 


2. Family perspective – What are the values and experiences of the family? 
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3. What is your own perspective?  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		of the staff: 

		2: 

		3: 
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Use evidence-based practice decision-making 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Use the framework below to come to an evidence-based practice decision about the use of intentional transition 
practices for Tamiya. Summarize sources of evidence, consider that evidence in light of different perspectives and 
contexts, and make a recommendation for the answerable question you posed in Step 2. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


1. Summarize Step 3: Evidence 


a. List the major points from Handout 2.8: Research Summary on Transition Practices in Early 
Childhood to summarize the best available research on transition practices: 


 


b. List the major points from C: Policies reflecting the field’s views on transition practices: 


 


  


Unique Perspectives & Contexts 


 Program context 


 Family perspective 


 Your perspective 


Integrate 


Decision 


Family and practitioner 
recommendations 


Evidence 


 Research 


 Policies 


 Evidence-based knowledge 
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c. List the major points from families and practitioners on transition practices in D: Experience-Based 
Knowledge: 


 


2. Consider the context 


Summarize your answers from Activity 2.11a: Consider the unique contexts. 


 


3. Integrate the evidence and context to make a decision 


Recall the answerable question:  For children like Tamiya, who are transitioning from early intervention to 


preschool (P), do intentional transition activities/practices (I) support continued learning and development 


(short-term outcome) and later school success (long-term outcome)? 


Weigh the evidence in light of the context to come to a decision.  What is your recommendation?  What 


practices should be used and how should they be modified given the unique contexts?  Be prepared to 


discuss. 


 


 


Hints 



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/step-3/d-experience-based-knowledge

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/step-3/d-experience-based-knowledge
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		a: 

		b: 

		c: 

		undefined: 

		discuss: 
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Identify activities to support transition 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Complete the Transition Activities Worksheet below for Tamiya given your recommendation on the transition 
practices in Step 4.B.  Use the practices outlined in Step 3.A as a guideline.  Tamiya’s Child Transition Profile 
(Handout 2.2) and her IEP (Handout 2.11) will provide valuable insights as well.   


List the transition practice or general activity in the first column.  In the second column provide details on how that 
activity will be individualized for Tamiya’s unique situation.  In the third colum, list the team member(s) responsible 
for the activity (teacher, mother, or therapist).  See the example in the first row. 


1. Create at least three meaningful activities to prepare Tamiya for entering her new classroom (before she 
starts school). 


Preparing for new setting 


Transition Practice Activity Description 
Person 
Responsible 


Start &                                      
End Dates 


 Identify the 
individual needs of 
the child and family 


Create a quiet place in the classroom where 
Tamiya can go when she is frightened or 
overwhelmed. 


Melanie A. 
(teacher) 


Completed 
on 10/20/xx 
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2. Create at least four meaningful activities to help Tamiya adjust to her new classroom (after she starts 
school).  


Adjusting to new setting 


Transition Practice Activity Description 
Person 
Responsible 


Start &                                      
End Dates 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 





		Name: 

		Date: 

		Identify the individual needs of the child and familyRow1: 

		Create a quiet place in the classroom where Tamiya can go when she is frightened or overwhelmedRow1: 

		Melanie A teacherRow1: 

		Completed on 1020xxRow1: 

		Identify the individual needs of the child and familyRow2: 

		Create a quiet place in the classroom where Tamiya can go when she is frightened or overwhelmedRow2: 

		Melanie A teacherRow2: 

		Completed on 1020xxRow2: 

		Identify the individual needs of the child and familyRow3: 

		Create a quiet place in the classroom where Tamiya can go when she is frightened or overwhelmedRow3: 

		Melanie A teacherRow3: 

		Completed on 1020xxRow3: 

		1: 
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Describe the dilemma 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Watch the two clips, Video 2.1: The teacher’s viewpoint and Video 2.2: The family’s viewpoint.  Then in your own 
words, describe the dilemma – the particular challenge the teacher faces in her classroom. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		words describe the dilemma  the particular challenge the teacher faces in her classroom: 
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Turn the dilemma into an answerable question 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Turn the dilemma about Tamiya’s transition into an answerable question to help guide the search for general 
evidence on a particular practice. 


You can use a tool called PICO to help create a focused question that is answerable through research. PICO 
identifies the most essential information needed for this question.  This information consists of short phrases that 
can be entered into a web-based search engine to find the best available research evidence on a particular 
practice such as transition.  PICO requires that you identify the following information to develop the answerable 
question: 


 P – Person (characteristics of the child or family who will receive the intervention) 


  I – Interventions being considered 


 C – Comparison to other interventions (if there is research that compares two or more interventions) 


 O – Outcomes desired 


Now identify the important information from the two perspectives you have just heard or read.  


1. Describe Tamiya. (for example – her age)  


 


 


2. What are the transition goals you heard stated for Tamiya? 


 


To complete this activity form electronically, remember to first save your file.   
If you need further assistance, see the Help & FAQs on pdfs. 


 


  



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/step-1

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/help-faq





Activity 2.2a 


 


Page 2 


 


CONNECT – 2010 


http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules 


 


Putting the details into a chart may be helpful for you to identify the question: 


PICO 


P 


Person 


(child or family who 
will receive the 
intervention) 


I 


Interventions 


or practice(s) being 
considered 


C 


Comparison 


to other interventions 
(if there is research 


that compares two or 
more interventions) 


O 


Outcomes 


desired 


Responses 


Young children (2-3 
years of age) 
Transitioning from 
early intervention to 
preschool 


Intentional transition 
activities/practices 


NA Tamiya will continue 
to learn and develop 
and have later school 
success 


 


Now, use the Responses in the chart above to create an answerable question about Tamiya’s Dilemma 


P For a young PERSON like Tamiya who (describe what you know about Tamiya’s learning characteristics) 


 


I  is/are  


   (name INTERVENTIONS or practices the teacher might use to help Tamiya transition from early intervention to 
preschool) effective 


C  COMPARISON to other Interventions (not applicable in this dilemma) 


O to achieve the following desired OUTCOMES (list the results you anticipate for Tamiya if the teachers use 
the set of practices listed above) 


? 


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		1 Describe Tamiya for example  her age: 

		2 What are the transition goals you heard stated for Tamiya: 

		P: 

		isare: 

		undefined: 
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Review Tamiya’s transition profile 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Tamiya’s mother, Rosemary and her Early Intervention Service Coordinator, Melanie B. completed a Child 
Transition Profile to provide more information to the receiving program on Tamiya.  Take some time to review this 
profile – Handout 2.2: Child Transition Profile Sample, and then answer the following questions. 


 


1. What are some of Tamiya’s strengths that could help her and the program staff make this transition easier? 


 


2. What are some of Tamiya’s other characteristics that may cause this transition to be a challenge for her? 
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3. What are the family’s main concerns for the transition? 


 


 


Hints 



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/hints#activity-2-3a



		Name: 

		Date: 

		1: 

		2 What are some of Tamiyas other characteristics that may cause this transition to be a challenge for her: 

		3 What are the familys main concerns for the transition: 
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Describe a home visit 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Watch Video 2.3: Highlights of a home visit, and view the handouts, Handout 2.4: Home Visit Planning Tool - 
Sample, and Handout 2.5: Follow-up Home Visit Sheet.  Then complete the tasks below. 


 


1. Describe how Diane develops an initial relationship with and builds rapport with the child. 


 


 


2.  What are the mother’s transition concerns and goals? 
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3.  What information would you want to share with a family about the program? 


 


 


4.  What else would you be sure to talk to the mother about during this home visit? 


 


Hints 



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/hints#activity-2-4a



		Name: 

		Date: 

		1 Describe how Diane develops an initial relationship with and builds rapport with the child: 

		2 What are the mothers transition concerns and goals: 

		3 What information would you want to share with a family about the program: 

		4 What else would you be sure to talk to the mother about during this home visit: 
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Identify physical supports for Tamiya 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Given Tamiya’s individual needs – motor delays, feeding challenges, and fearfulness of new activities and people; 
review the photographs of the child care center then answer the questions below. 
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1. Identify three specific physical supports available.  


 


2. What other activities or areas of the classroom should Tamiya’s teacher be sure to evaluate to identify other 
supports that may be needed?  


 


 


 


Hints 


 


 



http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules/learners/module-2/hints#activity-2-5a



		Name: 

		Date: 

		1 Identify three specific physical supports available: 

		supports that may be needed: 








Activity 2.6a 


 


Page 1 


 


CONNECT – 2010 


http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules 


 


Develop an individual phase-in transition days plan 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Complete Handout 2.7: Phase-In Transition Days Plan using the scenario below or another provided by your 
instructor.  Develop an individual Phase-In Transition Days Plan that you think would meet this child’s needs. 


Make sure to include: 


 How many hours a day or days a week, 


 Over what period of time, and  


 How family and/or other caregivers will be involved. 


 


Sample Scenario 


Family:  Luke is a two and a half year old boy transitioning into a child care center.  He lives with his mother and 
father and has no siblings.  He currently receives speech and occupational therapy through early intervention for 
speech and motor delays.  He has very limited verbal ability and uses a communication device and signs to talk.  
His mother takes care of him full-time, but she is planning on going back to work part-time once Luke is enrolled in 
the program.  She would eventually like Luke to be at the program from 9 to 3 every day.  She and her husband’s 
schedules are somewhat flexible to assist in the transition process.   


The mother feels confident that Luke will adjust quickly.  Though Luke is often wary of new people and places, 
once they become part of a routine, he quickly adjusts.  He has had some experience with other children through 
play groups and a music class.  His mother comments that he isn’t scared by large groups, but it is difficult to 
engage him.  He does better with small groups or individual attention where he has extra time to talk and explain 
his thoughts using his unique communication strategies.  He loves playgrounds.  His mother is also confident he 
will do well at group mealtimes as he has a healthy appetite and likes to eat.  With all of this in mind, Luke’s 
mother feels confident that Luke can transition comfortably to a 6 hour day within 2 weeks. 


Program:  The child care center provides full time care 5 days a week from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm.  The schedule is 
as follows. 


7:30 – 9:00 Arrival / free play 


9:00 – 9:30 Large group time 


9:30 – 10:00 Breakfast 


10:00 – 11:00 Small group time 


11:00 – 12:00 Outside playground time 


12:00 – 1:00 Lunch 
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1:00 – 3:00 Naptime 


3:00 – 3:30 Toileting / hand washing / transition (pick-up for some children) 


3:30 – 4:00 Afternoon snack 


4:00 – 5:30 Outside playground / pickup 


Teachers:  Jackie and Michelle are co-teachers of the 2 year old class that Luke will be joining.  They are both a 
little apprehensive since this will be the first time a child with a communication device will be in their care.  They 
are concerned how they will be able to include Luke in all the activities throughout the day, so they are hoping to 
be able to take it very slowly.  Jackie and Michelle would like to see Luke transition more gradually, taking a full 4 
weeks to transition to a 6 hour day.  They welcome Luke’s mom or dad to spend time in the classroom with Luke 
to help him adjust.  They are hoping they will learn how to best communicate with Luke too, being able to watch 
and learn from his parents.  Learning to use Luke’s communication device is a new skill for both teachers and they 
feel they need additional time to figure out how to use it in the context of busy classroom/playground of two year 
olds – many of whom still require a lot of individual attention.  Jackie and Michelle are also concerned about the 
therapists who should be coming into their classroom to work with Luke.  They want to have ample time to 
communicate with both the occupational therapist and the speech therapist before they are required to meet all of 
Luke’s needs on their own.  Making certain that the occupational therapist will make herself available during the 
initial mealtime routines is important to them.  The teachers want Luke’s transition to their classroom community to 
be as positive as possible and they believe a slow entry would guarantee that.  


 


Hints 
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Describe a welcoming environment 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Watch Video 2.4: Highlights of a classroom visit.  Then complete the following task. 


1. What did the teacher do to welcome the child into the classroom? 


 


 


2. What are three additional things the teacher could have done to welcome the child into the classroom? 


 


 


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		1 What did the teacher do to welcome the child into the classroom: 

		2 What are three additional things the teacher could have done to welcome the child into the classroom: 
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Apply the research to practice 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Read Handout 2.8: Research Summary on Transition Practices in Early Childhood.   Be prepared to discuss the 
written responses to the following questions. 


1. List examples of transition practices studied through research that were found to be associated with better 
adjustment and improved learning outcomes.  


 


2. How relevant are the research findings to the context portrayed in the dilemma? Your response should include 
a comparison of Melanie’s transition situation with the intervention setting and intervention providers in the 
studies.  


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		adjustment and improved learning outcomes: 

		studies: 
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Consider the transition policy 


Name         Date 


 


 


Instructions 


Read Handout 2.9: Policy Advisory, The Law Governing Transition of Young Children then answer the following 
question, considering the dilemma of Melanie, Tamiya’s teacher. 


 


What are some important considerations for compliance with transition requirements? 


 


Hints 
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		Name: 

		Date: 

		What are some important considerations for compliance with transition requirements: 





