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CONNECTSource: http://www.flickr.com/photos/mrsdkrebs/5903152720/

Context: The Great American Workforce



CONNECT

Context: Increased Focus on High Needs 
Children
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Context: Focus on High Quality, 
Standards-Based PD



CONNECT

Link between college degrees and high 
quality is not a given
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Teacher educators are not well-
prepared in….

 Disabilities and challenging 
behavior (Chang et al., 2005; Early & Winton, 2001; 
Maxwell et al, 2006; Ray et al, 2006)

• Cultural & linguistic diversity 
(Maxwell et al, 2006; Ray et al, 2006)
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Fall, 2010

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Context: Focus on Clinical Practice



CONNECT

Increased Expectations & Theory of 
Change for PD

Effective 
professional 
development 

Increase in 
teachers’ 

knowledge and 
use of evidence-
based practice

Improved child 
and family 
outcomes
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Context: Practitioners are Expected 
to Use Evidence-Based Practice
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Context: PD Providers are Expected to 
Incorporate EBP on Inclusion into PD

But what does 
that mean?
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identifying 
specific 
research‐based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005

Evidence-Based Practice is……

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values

Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development on Inclusion

The PD content
focuses on specific 
research‐based 
teaching and 
intervening 
practices

The PD delivery focuses 
on evidence‐based 
methods for building 
practitioners’ knowledge 
and application of 
evidence‐based practices
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CONNECT Modules: Practice-focused/ 
Technology-based

Research‐
Based 

Practices on 
Inclusion
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

Innovation: An Approach for 
Incorporating EBP into PD

5 Step Learning CycleTM - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions



CONNECT

Our Target Audience

•2‐year and 4‐year 
early childhood 
college faculty

•Other professional 
development 
providers (e.g., 
trainers, TA specialists, 
coaches)
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What Faculty and PD Providers Want

Short video clips that 
illustrate practice
Activities
24/7 availability
Flexibility & ease of 
use
Free
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Available Modules

Module 2: TransitionModule 1: Embedded 
Interventions

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration

Module 4: Family‐
Professional 
Partnerships

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions

Module 6: Dialogic Reading
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning)
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1
Module 1: 
Embedded 

Interventions



CONNECT

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect
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Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

Step 1: Dilemma

Family child care provider’s perspective 
(Ms. Mary)

Family’s perspective (Holly)

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Family’s Perspective 
(Christine)

Teacher’s Perspective (Jackie)
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Step 2: Question

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

For children who have 
developmental delays (P), are 
embedded interventions (I) 
effective in promoting learning 
in the areas of communication 
and social development (O)?
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Step 3: Evidence

Definition/
Demonstration of 
Practice

 Research 
 Policies
 Experience‐based 
knowledge

Evidence

Teaching 
Component

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Research

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Policies

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Definition and Demonstration of the 
Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Definition and Demonstration of the 
Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Definition and Demonstration of the 
Practice

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Experience-based knowledge
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Step 4: Decision

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Evidence
Research 
Policies
Experience‐based knowledge

Unique Perspectives & Contexts  
of the Dilemma

Integrate Decision

 Plan for 
implementation
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies
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Implementation Plan

Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >

Step 5: Evaluation

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented?
Determine if the intervention was 
effective?
Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met.



Step 1: 
Dilemma

Step 2:
Question

Step 3:
Evidence

Step 4: 
Decision

Step 5:
Evaluation

> > > >
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Activity Guides
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Modules to Go
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CONNECT



CONNECT



Early 
Childhood 
Inclusion: 
A Joint Position 
Statement of 
DEC and NAEYC

Defining Inclusion



… three defining features of inclusion

ACCESS PARTICIPATION SUPPORTS

‐ Early Childhood Inclusion: A Joint Position 
Statement of DEC and NAEYC, 2009
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Handout: 
Research 
Synthesis 
Points on 
Quality 
Inclusive 
Practices

NPDCI



Defining Feature of 
Inclusion 

Evidence-Based Practice CONNECT Modules

Assistive Technology Module 5

Embedded Interventions

Tiered Instruction

Module 1

Module 7

Collaboration

Family-professional 
partnerships

Module 3

Modules 2 and 4

ACCESS

PARTICIPATION

SUPPORTS

Connecting Policies, Research & Practice
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What We Learned: Our Reach

Modules have been accessed from all 50 
states as well as over 150 countries and 
territories.
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Ways that Modules are used to 
Enhance Inservice PD
“I’d like to mention that the CONNECT resources and 
modules are incredibly valuable for those of us who 
provide statewide in‐service training and technical 
assistance to practicing EI professionals. The 5‐Step 
Learning Cycle/problem solving framework supports 
group application of content. We plan to use this same 
framework in our Children with Complex Needs Initiative 
trainings and online coursework in 2012‐13.”

‐ Heidi Wettlaufer ( Pennsylvania Technical Assistance 
Network)



Our Reach in North Carolina

B-K Consortium

ACCEPT Project

OSEP‐Funded Paraprofessional Preservice Program 
Improvement Projects
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Step 1 
Dilemma

Step 2 
Question

Step 3 
Evidence

Step 4 
Decision

Step 5 
Evaluation

IMPACT on Learners’ Decision-
Making SKills

5 Step Learning CycleTM - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions
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Impact of CONNECT Modules on 
Learners

Changes in 
policies are 
being made in 
Portugal 
regarding the 
provision of 
adaptive 
playgrounds
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Pair-Share

 How do you envision using these 
resources?



CONNECT

Source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/fromcolettewithlove/467705377/

Stay CONNECTed
Visit us at: 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu/connect-modules

Or contact us: connect@unc.edu 

subscribe‐npdci‐news@listserv.unc.edu

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CONNECT‐Modules/465314135485
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Tech Help 

Email: connect@unc.edu
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Dive Deeper into CONNECT Modules…

2012 Division of Early Childhood 
Annual Conference

Pre‐Conference Workshop
Minneapolis, MN

Date: October, 28, 2012
Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm



Happening right 
here in Chapel Hill


