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Context: Focus on Clinical Practice 
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Context: Increased Focus on 
Individualizing for Each and Every Child 
 



Integrate clinical practice into every facet 
of teacher education - NCATE, 2010 
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Context: Child Care Professionals are 
Expected to Use Evidence-Based Practice 
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Context: Faculty and PD Providers are 
Expected to Incorporate EBP into their Work 
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However… 
• Lack of consensus 
on definition of EBP 
 
•Issue of how to 
incorporate EBP into 
preservice learning 
to effectively prepare 
early educators.  
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identifying 
specific 
research-based 
practices that have 
been validated through a 
rigorous review process 

Odom, Brantlinger, Gersten, Horner, Thompson, & Harris, 2005 

 
 
Evidence-Based Practice is…… 

A decision-
making process 
that integrates the 
best available research 
evidence with family & 
professional wisdom & 
values 
 Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Buysse, Wesley, Snyder, & Winton, 2006 
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Two Components of Evidence-Based 
Professional Development 

The PD content 
focuses on specific 
research-based 
teaching and 
intervening practices 

The PD delivery process focuses 
on effective methods for 
building practitioners’ 
knowledge and application of 
evidence-based practices 



Overview of  
FREE  

CONNECT Modules 
http://community.fpg.unc.edu 
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CONNECT Modules: Free practice-
focused approach 

Research-
Based 

Practices 
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Our Target Audience 

•2-year and 4-year 
college faculty 
 

•Other professional 
development 
providers (e.g., 
trainers, TA specialists, 
coaches) 
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Available Modules 

Module 2: Transition Module 1: Embedded 
Interventions 

Module 3: Communication 
for Collaboration 

Module 4: Family-
Professional 
Partnerships 

Module 5: Assistive 
Technology Interventions 

Module 6: Dialogic Reading 
Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

(Social emotional development 
& Academic learning) 
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CONNECT Modules Aligned to 
Personnel Preparation Standards 



ELS for Preschool CONNECT Modules 

Approaches to Learning 
Module 1: Embedded Interventions 

Module 5: Assistive Technology 

Module 6: Dialogic Reading 

Emotional & Social Development 
Module 1: Embedded Interventions 

Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

Health & Physical Development Module 5: Assistive Technology 

Language Development & 
Communication 

Module 6: Dialogic Reading 

Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

Cognitive Development  
Module 1: Embedded Interventions 

Module 6: Dialogic Reading 

Module 7: Tiered Instruction 

Connecting Early Learning Standards with 
CONNECT Modules 
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Step 1 
Dilemma 

Step 2 
Question 

Step 3 
Evidence 

Step 4 
Decision 

Step 5 
Evaluation 

Innovation: An Approach for Organizing 
Content to Incorporate EBP to Support 
Teacher Research 

5 Step Learning Cycle - Process for Making 
Evidence-Based Practice Decisions 

 
 



Module 6: Dialogic Reading 
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Step 1: Dilemma 

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Step 2: Question  

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 

When reading to young 
children in early care and 
education settings, is the 
use of dialogic reading 
effective in developing 
early language and 
literacy skills?  
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Step 3: Evidence 

• Definition/ 
• Demonstration of 

Practice 

 Research  
 Policies  
 Experience-based 

knowledge 

Evidence 

Teaching 
Component 

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

Definition of the Practice 

 

Dialogic reading is a specific type of 
interactive reading that relies on a set of 
strategies called PEER (Prompt-Evaluate-
Expand-Repeat) designed to create a 
conversation with children and help them take 
an active role in storytelling.  

> > > > 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

Dialogic Reading Strategies 
 

Before reading …introduce the title/author, ask a 
question to create interest in the book 

During reading …use CROWD prompts & PEER 
sequence 

After reading …ask questions to help children recall the 
story & make connections to their lives 

> > > > 
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Video Demonstrations of the 
Practice  

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

Experience-Based Knowledge 

> > > > 

Parent’s Perspective Supervising Teacher’s 
Perspective 

Researcher’s Perspective on 
Dual Language Learners 
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Step 4: Decision 
 

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 

Evidence 
Research  
Policies 
Experience-based knowledge 

Unique Perspectives & Contexts   
of the Dilemma 

Integrate Decision 

 Plan for 
implementation 
 Identify, review 
and select 
strategies 
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Planning tool 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 

Step 5: Evaluation 

Determine if the intervention was 
implemented? 
Determine if the intervention was 
effective? 
Summarize and use assessment results to 
determine if the goal(s) are met. 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Performance 
Feedback Tool 

Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Pre-Service Application 

Students learned about 
dialogic reading using 

Module 6, then 
implemented the practice 

in student teacher 
placements with entire 

class (Pre-K & K) 

Commented on 
usefulness of planning 

handout 

Self-assessment and 
faculty supervisor 
consultation using 

Handout 6.5 
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Collaboration between Mollie Lloyd, Asst Professor, UNC-CH 
& Sharon Palsha, Clinical Assistant Professor, UNC-CH 
 

Students 
implemented the 
practice in their 
practica settings as 
part of Sharon’s 
practica seminar  

Example of how Module 6 has been 
used 

Mollie taught the 
module content 

according to the 5-Step 
Learning Cycle in her 
Early Literacy Course 

(Undergraduate 
Seniors) 
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Student Teacher’s Journal Entry 

“ The children were so better engaged 
today because my reading was so much 
more intentional. I wasn’t afraid to let them 
talk. In fact, it was exciting to hear their 
connections to the story.” 
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Learner and Faculty Testimonies 



 
In-service Application: 

CONNECT Pilot Project Using 
Module 3:  Communication for 

Collaboration 
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CONNECT Pilot Project 

•San Antonio and Bexar County Head Start Program 
 
•15 Head Start teachers from 3 districts, 7 sessions 
 
• Purpose: 

– Introduce CONNECT website 
– Review, discuss and apply information in Module 3 – 

Communication for Collaboration  
– Obtain feedback on the content and possible continuation of 

use 
– Gain insightful input to improve professional development 

delivery 
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Feedback  

•  Survey results: 
• 46% indicated they joined to have a 

voice in making professional 
development (PD) decisions 

• 71% indicated the content was either 
very applicable or extremely applicable 
to their every day work in Head Start 

• 71% indicated they were not familiar 
with the 5 Step-Learning Cycle 
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Feedback cont.  

• When asked if the information in Module 3 had been 
helpful, responses included: 
– “Active listening has really helped me become a better listener 

as a person both professionally & personally.” 
– “Realization that other departments feel a lack of communication 

as well.” 
 

• When asked to describe in a few words your experience 
with the Pilot Project: 
– “Eye-opener: I work with kids so much sometimes I forget to 

work with adults too.” 
– “My experience …was great because you allowed us to actually 

dig into a situation & try to solve it bottom-up. 
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Pair-Share 

 How do you envision using CONNECT 
modules in your upcoming PD opportunities? 

 Who might you share CONNECT modules 
with? 
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CONNECT Website 

Walk 
through 
with us 

Go to http://community.fpg.unc.edu 
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CONNECT 



CONNECT 



CONNECT 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Handout: Connection to Standards 
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Step 1: 
Dilemma 

Step 2: 
Question 

Step 3: 
Evidence 

 

Step 4: 
Decision 

Step 5: 
Evaluation 

> > > > 
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Tech Help  

Email: connect@unc.edu 

mailto:connect@unc.edu
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Pair-Share 

 Do you have additional ideas about how you 
may use the modules? 



CONNECT 

Coming Soon: CONNECT Online Courses 

WOW! 
Self-paced and self-

guided plus my 
teachers can earn 

CEU or training credits 
too! 

In partnership with: 
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Coming Soon: Foundations of Early Childhood 
Inclusion - Training Curriculum for Professional 
Development Providers 



http://www.facebook.com/pages/CONNECT-Modules/465314135485 

  Stay CONNECTed 

Got tech questions?: connect@unc.edu  

subscribe-npdci-news@listserv.unc.edu 

http://community.fpg.unc.edu 

Dale: dale.epstein@unc.edu  
Chih-Ing: chih-ing.lim@unc.edu 
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Thank You  
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